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Hooked! ........ by a grubby little T-shirt! 

 

How could I have imagined back in 1994, that a grubby little T-shirt would influence 

the rest of my life? 

I am a Catholic and my friend, Jean Harris, (pictured left 

with Fr Peter Walters) was Anglican, but we supported 

each other's Church events. Therefore, when Jean 

invited me to a presentation being given by a Priest who 

worked with street children in Colombia, I went along 

(taking a few bob for the inevitable collection!) believing 

I would return home afterwards to my normal daily life.  

However, I was soon gripped. This young Priest explained how, back in 1982, 

enjoying the freedom of his student years, he had taken a cheap flight to Colombia. 

He didn't know it then, but that holiday would change his life!  When the time came 

for him to leave, he hadn't realised that travelling on a cheap ticket meant he had to 

wait for a seat to become available, so was stranded with very little money.  

 

A typical student, Peter valued the comfort of a hot shower and comfortable bed so 

managed to retain his basic overnight accommodation. The downside was that he 

had to spend many hours wandering the streets with very little money for food.  

 

However, he became aware of a significant number of children who were apparently 

'living' on the streets. The children found it hilarious that a 'tourist' could possibly be 

'broke' and as hungry as they were!  Peter was touched when these children, 

'adopted' him and shared what little food they had with him. 

 

Back in the UK the situation worried him so he returned to Colombia several times to 

see for himself what was happening. During these years he was ordained as an 

Anglican Priest and in 1992 he founded the charity 'Let The Children Live!' signing 

the legal papers in the Holy House in Walsingham.   

 

He moved to Medellin, Colombia, in 1994 and was received into the Catholic 

Church. He was ordained a Catholic Priest in 1995 and founded Fundación ¡Vivan 

Los Niños!, (the daughter charity of Let The Children Live!), and gradually 

established a wonderful team of workers. 
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However, they couldn't just snatch children off the streets forcing them 'into care' to 

live happily ever after. Street life was 'exciting' and many street children, some as 

young as six, were accomplished scavengers for food 

and couriers for drug suppliers. Fr Peter described 

them as 'tough cookies, far from innocent little angels' 

so a sensitive approach had to be used to gain their 

trust. They were considered 'disposable' and didn't 

trust adults. The first stage was taking food and 

friendship onto the streets. Only when trust was 

established, could the children be coaxed into the day centre for a decent meal, 

washing facilities and medical treatment if required. Residential care and education 

would come later. Then he held up a grubby little T-shirt, that actually belonged to 

one of the children that had been coaxed into the day centre. 

 

Returning home I tried to convince myself that there are street children all over the 

world and we cannot save them all.  However, my clean and contented children 

were tucked up in warm beds and THAT 'grubby little T-shirt' could have fitted either 

of my little lads. I was well and truly hooked! 

 

Let The Children Live! have no expensive offices or highly paid staff. A legally 

registered Charity, administration is kept to a minimum and 94% of every penny 

raised goes direct to Fr Peter, his team and the children. We considered sending 

'supplies' such as pens, paper etc., but postage is expensive and as these could be 

obtained locally, what was needed 

was the money to buy them. Jean 

and I immediately set up our 

fundraising group.  

Sadly, Jean died back in 2007 but 

our dedicated team continue to 

raise money in her memory.  

We now have our own little T-shirt attached to a hanger stitched across the bottom 

and sleeves. People leaving our events 'Feed a Street Child' with any loose change! 

It is amazing how much that symbolic T-shirt holds!  

 



Hooked by a Grubby Little T-Shirt                                           Celia JENKIN 82a Dartmouth Rd Paignton TQ4 5HT     (celiajenkin@hotmail.com) 3 

Fr Peter truly appreciates his supporters' efforts and we were delighted when, during 

his awareness visit to the UK earlier this year, he visited our Parish in person. He 

stressed how every penny raised is put to very good use. For example - twin girls, 

both born with defective eyesight, had one pair of 

glasses between them. One would have the 

glasses one day and go to school, leaving the 

other on the streets trying to find food. The next 

day they would swap - the second girl going to 

school and her sister scavenging. The solution was 

simple and cheap - Let The Children Live! bought a 

second pair of glasses and now both girls are receiving proper education! 

 

Money is tight, but the children are 

helping themselves too. They have 

formed a Children's Choir and are paid 

to sing at corporate events and 

weddings etc.  

 

Let The Children Live! will receive any monies paid for this article.  

For more information visit the website (www.letthechildrenlive.org) or email  

celiajenkin@hotmail.com    

We started with a grubby little T-shirt but long may we continue to.................... 

.....................................................Let The Children Live!   

 

 

 


