
The Sacred Heart Paignton LTCL Supporters' Group.                           

 
 

I first heard of the small charity, 'Let The Children Live! way back in October 1997, when 

together with my dear friend, the late Jean Harris, I went to a presentation given by the 

founder,  Father Peter Walters at St George's Church, Goodrington.  Hearing him speak with 

such passion and enthusiasm had an immediate effect on us both and we decided that we 

would join forces and start a fundraising group. 

 

Jean and I decided to form a small 'core' team - with members from both St George's Church 

and Sacred Heart. For a while the fundraising was sporadic, consisting of occasional coffee 

mornings, sales of recycled greetings cards, sales tables, and also several activities which 

involved the younger generation, St George's Brownies and Sacred Heart Rainbow Guides! 

 

Although we were beginning to raise much needed and appreciated money, we felt that we 

needed a more structured approach. In May 2002, we were fortunate enough to be offered a 

talk on Fr Peter's work by Pauline Allen, Let The Children Live!'s UK Co-ordinator. We 

organised a 'Pasty Supper' at Sacred Heart at which Pauline gave us a very thought 

provoking presentation. The evening was a great success and a fantastic £400 was raised. 

 

From then on we resolved to hold one big event each year. An Annual Tea Party at St 

George's was already an established event and in November 2003 the first Annual Social 

Day was held at Sacred Heart. We had became an 'official team' with each Church 

supporting the other with the joint ventures. Over the years the team members have changed. 

Sadly Jean died in December 2007 but Rosemary Yendall stepped in and the enthusiasm 

remains with St George's and Sacred Heart working together. In 2009 the team was 

commended by Bishop Christopher Budd as a wonderful example of Churches working 

together in a single cause. 

 



We have been lucky enough to welcome the founder, Fr Peter Walters, in person, on two 

occasions, the latest being in February 2014 when we held a Soup 'n' Sweet event. Fr Peter 

gave an inspiring update on the situation and increased our resolve to support his work. This 

event raised nearly £1400! Our August Afternoon Tea then raised over £675 making a total 

of over £2000 this year alone. 

 

Since our formation in 2003 we have banked over £20,000 and cannot thank the Sacred 

Heart and St George's parishioners enough for their constant support. Our regular 

fundraising is enhanced by many parishioners having 'home boxes', saving up pennies or 5p 

coins or by regular monthly bankers orders. Some years have been better than others but we 

have to appreciate that none of us have bottomless pockets and bank accounts.  

 

However, without our wonderful band of helpers we could not raise these much-needed 

funds and our small, but reliable, team always manage to make our events successful. 

Nevertheless, we would love to hear from anyone willing to 'commit to the cause' and join 

our hard working team.  For further information about LTCL or to find out more about 

joining our Parish team please e-mail ...   celiajenkin@hotmail.com  ... or leave your contact 

details at the Parish Office and I will contact you as soon as possible. 

 

Thank you all for your support. 

 

Celia Jenkin. 


